
the production of this docutflttii. ^ fro!n
our view I cannot divine, unleM eome . ^xnor" ,n

regaid to it* provisions be Hue. For one, i un*t'lu>g»
(and I dealre to be understood aa being perfectly sct'ous on

thia poipi,) I am wholly unwilling to vote for ttiC measure
so urgently pressed upon ua, unleaa I am per tiiitted Ik".'-"®"
band to inspect'and scrutinize the original contract.

Mr. WBwTCOTT. I do not see any necessity for the
introduction of thia contract. It haa been stated here in the
petition, and that statement has been certified to in the letter
read to the Senate yesterday, that thia French contract has
been transferred to these parties. The arrangement which
may have been made between these parties is one with which
we aa a Congress have nothing to do. We have no right to
legislate with reference to an arrangement of this character.
The only questions we have a rigbt to put concerning this
matter are, whether these parties have the exclusive road, and
whether they have the power and ability to perform the ser¬

vices they have engaged to perform upon certain conditious.
Mr. FOOTE. I simply rise for the purpose of saying, for the

benefit of my friend, the houorable Senator from Florida, that,
to my mind, it is obviously important that we should perfectly
understand the true character and specific stipulations of the
contract l>etween Messrs. Aspiiiwall & Co. with the Govern¬
ment of New Grenada before we act upon the bill which is
based upon it. I have no decided and ecttleu opinion touch¬
ing the expediency of the measure proposed for our adoption.
Certainly I do feel a lively interest lor the great object cipeel¬
ed to lie attained ; and I am not without a proper sympathy,
also, I trust, for the enterprising projectors of the scheme lie-
fore us. Surely I intend to present no opposition to this
measure in advance of a more formal and explicit exposition
of it on the part of those who are presumed best to under¬
stand it. But I am desirous of having it distinctly under¬
stood that if certain rumors which have reached me as to the
provisions of this contrac t shall not be met and negatived by the
contract itself, submitted seasonably for our inspection, I shall
be very painfully constrained to vote against the bill. Per¬
haps I ought to go further and say that it has been intimated
to me that there are clauses in this ssme contract which can¬

not be carried into execution without serious detriment to cei>
tain substantial interests of a portion or the citizens of this
republic. I do not feel authorized at present to use language
of a plainer import, nor is it necessary at this stage of the
proceeding. It certainly must be now evident to the Sena-

/ for from Florida and others that the-original contract should
be brought before us, in order to avoid the commission of some
serious blunder, and the possible production of much mischief
to great public interests.

Mr. ALLEN. 1 may as well state at once what will be my
position on this subject. We were told yesterday by my
friend from Illinois (Mr. Bheksk) that there will be a rival
proposition brought into the Senate on this subject. That
remark implied that he would be in favor of one of these pfo-

. positions. And for fear, sir, that I may labor under the sus-

fision of entertaining the same opinion, I desire to say that
shall oppose any form of proposition, come from what

quarter it may, which has for its object to canter on a select
r body of men a monopoly of the transit commerce of the two

hemispheres across the Isthmus of Panama. If the genftle-
men whose names are in this bill, or any other gentlemen in
the United States, have agreed with the Government of New
Grenada for the right to construct a road across the Isthmus
of Panama, let them make it. They need no legislation of
ours to enable them to make it; and the only question with
me is, why come they here ? We have acquired by treaty,
in behalf of our Government and our whole people, the rigbt
of transit, which implies, notwithstanding the remarks of yes-

. terday, the right to make the means of transit, across the
Isthmus of Panama. This is a vast right. Viewed as a na¬
tional right, it is a privilege worth more to the people of the
United States than the privilege of passing over an equal dis¬
tance any where else on the surface of the globe ; and I would
as soon think of granting to a company a monopoly of the
navigation of the globe as a monopoly of the transit commerce
of the Isthmus of i'anama.just as soon.

This bill proposes that the Government of the United States
shall, in advance, contract with this company to pay them
for the transportation of troops, ann<, munitions of war, and
the mails across the isthmus on their railroad. Sir, this
transportation of the few troops of the Government, and the
few persons employed a« agents of the Government, will bear
no more pre portion to the transportation of the property of
the people of the United States across the isthmus than the
isthmus itself bears to the continent of North America. Our
interest, as a Government, is the smallest concern in all the
transaction. The whole ofour transportations across that isth¬
mus as a Government, will not perhaps amount to ten thou¬
sand dollars worth of freight yearly ; whilst our transportation
as a nation will amount to perhaps the value of a hundred
millions annually, within, j-erhaps, ten or fifteen years from
this time. In this view of it, looking upon this matter

1 as affecting so largely and lsstingly the interests of this great
people, I shall not vote for a bill which deprives them of the
full enjoyment of this great privilege, by conferring it on any
select body of men on earth. I will not establish a Barbary

!
power to levy tribute upon the commerce of the two hemi¬
spheres passing over the isthmus of Panama. We want that
for all t and the only way to secure it is to keep it out of the
hands of monopolists, and keep this right of way under the
control of our Government, so that the whole people, if they
choose, may construct roads and canals across, and use them
as they pletse. I have thought proper, sir, to make this ex¬

planation, lest I i-hould be misunderstood in the vote which I
shall give upon the motion to print this paper.

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator from Ohio
(Mr. Alls*) permit me to propound a question to him, an

answer to which it strikes me may become important in con¬

nexion with what has just now fallen from him- Has the
8enator from Ohio matured any plan, other than the one be¬
fore us, of connecting the Pacinc and Atlantic seas, either by
railway or otherwise f

Mr. ALLEN rose to reply ; but he gave way to
Mr. BENTON, who said: The application of the 8enator

from Pennsylvania is one perfectly nstural. I would say,
however, that the original contract is the tame in substance
with that which I have offered. I believe that some additional
compensation is exacted from thess New York gentlemen ;
but the origins! contract snd all its privileges are there.the
same that expired in the hands of the original holders. It
has been presented according to my promise yesterdsy, and
ordered to be translated and printed. The Secretary, with
the promptitude that is characteristic of him, is now search¬
ing for s translator. This paper will show the whole contrsct.

Mr. DOWNS. If I recollect aright, the honorable Senator
from Missouri, in presenting the communication which hss

. been ordered to be printed, stated that this company waa in¬
vested with the privileges granted to a former company, and
that the former contract contained the stipulations embraced in
the new contract.

Mr. BENTON (in bis seat.) Yes, sir.
Mr. DOWNS. If that be ao, it seems to me that we can

form no opinion of the present charter, unless we see the
new contract. Unless we see them both, we shsll not know
whst provisions have been modified I think, therefore, the
object in calling for this paper will be entirely diseppointed
unless the last contract be also furnished. While I am up, I
will state that I differ entirely from the honorable 8enator from
Ohio as to the nsture of this application. He seams to speak
of it ae a charter to be granted by Congress, which, if the bill
should pass, might result in a monopoly that would be injuri¬
ous to the people of the United Ststas. I do not view it in
that light at all. The Government of the United Statea is
not the sovereign of the territory over which this contract ex¬

tends, and has no right to establish monopolies there. The
only right we have has been established by treaty with New
Grenada, to the effect that whatever road may be constructed
there, the United 8tatea shall have the aame right of transpor¬
tation over it as other nation*. We have nothing to do with
Monopolies. I understand that the only object which makes
it desirable to obtsin this contract at the present time, is to fa¬
cilitate the emigration to California. They ask of the United
States to give them this contract in order lo encourage and
assist them in sn object which is acknowledged to be of grest
importance. Tbars is no monopoly in this. The question is
whether we shall or shsll not hsve this work done ss soon as

possible.a work which is to be so highly promotive of the
public interests.

I should like to see thia contract adopted ; but at the same
time I entirely concur with the Senator from Mississippi, (Mr.
Foots,) and would like to know the nature of the conditions
of the charter. There may be provisions in that chsrter of
which we may not approve. It may contain a power to extort
onerous charges from our own citizens. If there be such a

provision in it, it may well be matter of eerioue consideration
with thia Government whether it should not withhold the
contract. Anxious aa I am to see the measure adopted, I
cannot vote for the bill unless satisfied fully that there is no¬
thing in the charter that would be objectionable on the part ofthe Government and the people of the United States. I
really think the paper now presented will fail in ita object un¬
less we can ascertain what are the modificationa made and
conditions imposed in the new charter < and we can know
nothing about them until we can see them. I move that both
.f theee documents, together with the fttter, be printed for the
use of the 8enate. t

Mr. BENTON. There was a paper aaked for yesterday,and fbm rooming it wu brought in tod ordered to bt printed.That ia the parliamentary usage. And thia baring been done,
there is now a debate got up as if there had been a refuaal to
produce the paper. Why, air, one word from a Senator on
thia floor would have been sufficient, and the paper now
.ought to he obtained would have been producad as readily as
the other i it would have been forthcoming prtciaely in the
.ease manner j but I have it not in my pocket. I cannot
produce it upon the instant; and here a debate is got up as if
there wse s disposition to withhold it

Mr. CAMERON. I sm not going to detain the Senate with
.ny extended remarks. I merely have to aay that I desire not
only that this psper should be produced, but that we ahould he
put in possession of the contrsct itself. I had two reasons for
making the suggestion yesterday in regard to the production of
fceae papers. 1 desired first that the contract made with the
Franch citizens, upon which I am told thia is baead, should be laid
before ns, in order that the Senate and country might aee the
moronity of ita provieiane in granUng extraordinary powers to

» private corporation, and I desired also to sea whether these
gentlemen have actually made a contract, for I confess I have

0n, lhe !ubject- My i- that they
have made a conditional contract with New Grenada, to be

S * conlin8eoc3r of their forming an agreement
7S.^S"'m?"1" "> H».n tiaakin
-

the road. Phis system of connecting the public treaaury
with iut 'Uleresu of privatp individual it not altogether new
lo me. It begiil in my State twenty yeara ago. It com¬
menced by the /Stale guarantying the interest of a million of
dollara of stock for making the Union Canal, and ended by
involving us in a debt of more than forty millions of dollars. I
am utterly opposed, therefore, to connecting the public trea¬

sury with the interests of individuals. We ought to endeavor
to induce competition instead of conferring exclusive pri¬
vileges. Important as this work is to the trade of the world,
I do not consider it of sufficient magnitude to require the aa-

sistunce of the Government. In my State we have overcome

the obstacle presented l>y the altitude of the Alleghanies in the
formation of a channcl of communication ; I mean the Portage
Railroad, with its expensive inclined planes aud machinery,
at a cost not exceeding two millions ol dollars ; und we are told
that this Panama road, which is but a sma'l affiiir in compa¬
rison, will cost fifteen or twenty millions. It is a work not
exceeding forty miles in extent, in w&ich there are no grades
exceeding twenty feet in the mile, without the necessity for
inclined planes, and altogether a road of cheaper construction;
and yet it is proposed that we shall give to these gentlemen
three hundred thousand dollars a year" for twenty years for
carrying our mail and munitions of war, leaving to the com¬

pany the profits of the whole trade that will pass over that
route, which in itself would be sufficient to induce men of en¬
teral i*e and of capital, after the road had been surveyed
and its real difficulties understood, to undertake the work.

It is said to be a gigantic undertaking, and one which has
been too great for the people inhabiting that country to ac¬

complish. Why is it that it hah nover been undertaken >

The reason why it has not been attempted is, that the people
of that country have been in a stum of ignorance and semi"-
barbarity 5 but the moment it ii th'own open to Americans,
who are accustomed to works of tiiat description, it will be
found an easy enterprise, and capitalists will be glad to under¬
take it for the sake of the profits that are to be derived from
it. I would certainly be willing to forego many scruples that
I have in order that the road may be constructed ; for I am

aware that it will be of great advantage to the country in a

commercial point of view. The trade that would be carried
on upon that route would be of more importance than any
advantage which the Government might derive from any pri¬
vileges in regard to transportation of the mails or of troops
anu munitions of war. But I desire to have our contract so

framed, if one be entered into, as to secure to our people the
conveyance of their merchandise at as low a rate as the goods
of the people of that country may be transported for. I
wouitl have the tolls so regulated by law as to prevent any
imposition being practised upon our citizens. It is but rea¬

sonable, at all events, that we should be put in possession of
all the facts in relation, to the agreement entered into by these
gentlemen. What is there to prevent them, so far as we are

at present informed, from selling the road after it shall have
been made > Ought we not to hgtve some guaranty against
this, and ought we not to have a guaranty that the road shall
be constructed in a proper manner, and with all the guards
and securities which experience and science can furnish > I
desire that we should have all the information which these
papers will afford us; and if it prove that these gentlemen
have only a conditional contract, it will deserve mature reflec¬
tion whether we ought, upon such representations as have
been made to us, to extend the aid of this Government to them.
I have no doubt that the work might be very easily accom¬

plished by individual enterprise; and I doubt not that this dis¬
cussion will have the effect of bringing the matter to the no¬

tice of individuals who would be willing to undertake the
work without exacting from this Government so great a de¬
cree of patronage. I am unwilling that we should act apon
ihe subject until we have before ns the proper data upon which
we may be able to act understandingly.

Mr. FOOfE. I rise for the purpose of vindicating rmself
Irom an imputation which has been thrown out by the Senator
from Missouri. I hat Senator manifests some dissatisfaction that
a debate has been gotten up here in regard to the product|>n of
these papers. He seems to think it a very unseasonable de¬
bate ; and, by way of showing that such is the fact, he goes
3n to say that, upon the first intimation of a desire oq the
part of the Senator from Pennsylvania in regard to the taper
presented this morning, the documeat was brought intt the
Senate. Now, I fuel bound to say, simply in vindication of
myself, that I did not understand, nor did any one in this rvigh-
borhood understand on yesterday, that there was a distinct in¬
timation that this document would be produced ; nor dij we

know this morning that it would be produced until the gleater
part of the debate had taken place. Therefore, I mast sup¬
pose that the debate was gotten up for want of the document,
and not, as the Senator intimates, from any captious *pfcit or

from any desire to occasiort unnecessary delay in the conside¬
ration of the proposition which is now submitted to us.

W hile I am np I desire to repeat the inquiry which I pro¬
pounded some time ago to the Senator from Ohio, for I deem
it a matter of some importance. That Senator appears to 1*
opposed to this particular scheme for connecting the Pacific
with the Atlantic, although he seems to appreciate the im¬
portance of such a work ; and, speaking of it as he does, we
have a right to take for granted that he has some distinct and
mature notion on the subject of the mode of establishing this
communication. In addition to this I will mention that ithas
struck mc.and I only throw it out as a very imperfect idea,
one that I have not duly, considered myself," but I hope that
others have investigated the matter more thoroughly, and tbat
it will be elucidated by those who are capable of throwing lifht
upon it.it has appeared to me, upon a auperficial view of
the matter, that it is within the constitutional power of this
Government to establish a railway from the Atlantic to the
Pacific upon the authority of this treaty for military purposes {
and i( tc, incidentally, and merely incidentally, to secure to
itself all the peculiar advantagea likely to arise from the esta¬
blishment of the railway, and also to retain within its own
hands the means of saving our citisens from thoae injuries
which have been so graphically portrayed thia morning by the
Senator from Louisiana. There would then be no tolls to be
imposed by the company ; the Government would always have
it in it* power to aee that justice was done to those who have
goods to transport along this railway in their passage to the
remote shores of California and Oregon.

I do not myself advance an opinion on this subject, but it
is the opinion of men who are well qualified to decide tbat it
is competent for the Government to estsfiliah a railway upon
that route. I have seen elaborate ©pin ons from high autho¬
rity to that effect. I have not fully scrutinised the matter

myself, but I have an imperfect idea that if hereafter it should
be ascertained that it is necessary for the defence of California
ar d New Mexioo sgainst foreign aggression, or againat do¬
mestic violence, that a military road should be constructed for
the transportation of troops and muniiiona of war from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, our Government haa a right to estab¬
lish such a road by its own means, and, by establishing such
. roul, incidentally to arcure to us ihf immense advantages
to be derived from its uae. With this view, and with the de¬
ference I have ever felt for the judgment of the Senator from
Ohio in regard to such ma'tera, I had hoped tbat be would,
in the progress of the debate, have given aome reponse to the
inquiry which I propounded that would be aatisfactory to
the Senate.

Mr. ATCHISON rose for the purpose of moving a post¬
ponement of the further consideration of the subject.

Mr. ALLEN. If the Senator will allow me, I will answer

the question of the Senator from Mississippi. When that
senator propounded his question I would have replied to him
had not another Senator obtained the floor. I have no hesi¬
tation in stating what my views are upon the subject. If we
have a right to acquire by treaty a passage acroes the Isthmus
of Panama, we have a right to open the paeaage and to en¬

joy all the fruits which we sought by the negotiation of the
treaty. And I believe that we not only have a constitutional
right to open a passage, but I believe it will become the impe-
rative duty of the Government of the United States to accom¬

plish that object.
Mr. ATCHISON. I now renew my motion.
Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire that the subject shonld be post-

poned, and I do not intend now to enter into ita discussion I
feel bound, however, to make one or two remarks in regsrd
to it. I see no impropriety, in fact I can aee a manifest pro¬
priety, in requiring the contract, as It is called, to be submit-

Sh rhi hw .uPP°"d th,t charter, together
with th# letter to Gen. Herran, would have been sufficient
hut, looking at the letter, it will appear tbat it may be possi¬
ble it contains matter (hat will enlighten the 8enate In con¬

sequence of the absence of Mr. Asptnwall the document can¬
not immediately be obtained, but I have no doubt that »pon
hi* return to the city it will be produced. I truat, therefor*
the Senate will allow the subject to be postponed.

1 Jo n<* comprehend the argument that is made
against this measure on the ground that it is rreatina s treat

monopoly which this Government ought not to aubmit to or
tolerate. I undemand the fret to be that w. hVte s t^aty

"'t f^ew Grenada, which secures to us I
right of .way 'c'<~ ^ Panama, upon am road
now made or hereafter to be made by authority of the Go¬
vernment of New Grenada, upon the same term and at the
same rates of toll as shall be charged upon the citisens and
their merchandise of the Government of New Granada, under

uv JilnVin'r0aJ'- T,hV°T#.gm3r*^ coun"

try remains in the Government of New Grenada, while the

ri£h,k°f».,!7yu lh® ?ght t0 tr*vel uP°n ro«de now ma<la or
which shall be made by or under the authority of that Go¬
vernment, is secured to us; and the conditions upon which we
are to travel upon those roads are to be the same which that
Government ahall impose upon her own citisens, that the
tolls to be chargrd upon ourcitisens with their freight and mer¬
chandise sretobe thesame as those charged upon hercitiwma
with their freight and merchandise, and no more. Therefore
« would seem, from these facta, that this Government has noth
.ng Jo do with the terms and conditions upon which the road

be made, snd nothing to do with the terms and conditions

ff" P,Men*fr' *rMl fr**ht ,h*11 transported upon it
would seem by the charter which is submitted to the Se¬

nate, I apprehend, when you examine it, that these iodividu-

als h»vi tCCuied the right of making ft road acrOM the isth-
mu# y,# exclusive right.«iid that the Government of New
Grenada reU.'n» no right to grant the privilege to any others,
or to authorize iw" Government to make iU If there ia any
monopoly, therefore, J1".«w»?P«ly inverted in Messrs.
Aspinwall, Steven. 6c &0* If lhere ^ an7 monopoly, ,LcyhaTe it already ; and it ». one which w« c»nnut .c?"tro1-
These individual-, possessing this charter and theae privilege.,
ami being prepared to go on anJ construct the road, come to
ua and aay, if we have ft monopoly, we propose to relieve
vou from that monopoly; if you are apprehensive that we will
charge you too much, we will make a contract with you now
in regard to the rate at which your freight .¦hall be carried.
The proposition which they make to you ia one by which they
prppose to relieve you from the monopoly which they possess,
by offering to make a contract with you. And what is the
contract which they pro|>oee to make > Tbev pro|>ose to con¬
tract with you, by which your iranaportation <»baH be secured
by the payment of a certain amount. If the amount pro*
posed be considered too great, let it lie reduced. / was sorry
to see my colleague yesteiday assuming that we were to pty
six millions of dollars. We have not yet determined what
amount we are willing to pay. They are proposing to cany
such freight as shall be agreed on, at such rate ot chaige as
shall be agreed upon.

Again i it ia assumed that the contract is to be for twenty
years ; whereas the bill ia a proposition to make a contract for
a period of years not exceeding twenty, leaving it discretion-
ary with thia Government whether it shall continue for one

year, for five, for fifteen, or for twenty yeara. It is not a

proposition for the continuance of the contract for twenty
yeara absolutely, and I apprehend that it ia a fair subject for
discuasion with us whether or not the sum proposed as the
limit beyond which we are not to go ialoo high, and whether
we should reduee it ; whether or not the period is too Inng,
and, if «o, whether or not we should not fix a shorter time.
It will become a question for ua to determine whether we
should fix upon a short period or a long one. It is certainly
evident that the amount of transportation that we «<hall
have occasion for will increase every year.

In a few yeara more we shall have a large empire upon the
Pacific, and it is reasonable to auppoao that we «hall have oc¬
casion for five or ten timea as much transportation as we have
now ; and if we now make a contract lo last for twenty years,
it may be that we shall secure an enormou* amount of trans¬

portation at a very little coat.at a price far below what it
would be furnished for under the new contract. But these
are subjects for discussion upon which I am not yet prepared
to ex pi ess an opinion. My only object is to direct attention
to the fact that the price is not fixed by this bill, but is re¬

served, to be determined by Congress and the Secretary of
War, or whatever officer of the Government may be autho¬
rized to form the coniract ; that the time for the continuance
of the contract i* not fixed, but reserved for the determination
of the same parties ; that we are granting no power to make a

road, but, on the contrary, that the power is already granted
by New Grenada; th»t our refusing the application that is
now made to us will not take from these individuals their pri¬
vilege of constructing the road, for it is already secured to
them. It ia not in our power to take it away, nor is it in th6
power of New Grenada to take it away from them. If it be
an odious monopoly, then it seems lo me to be a reason why
we should remove that monopoly from ourselves while we

have it in our power to do so. But I apprehend it is not so
odious o monopoly, for the reason that our treaty with New
Grenada puts American citizens, in regard to the right of way,
upon an equality with her own citizens ; and I apprehend that
that Government would be cautious how it granted a monopo¬
ly that would operate against her own citizens to foreigner?,
*ho seek nothing but how to make as much money as possi¬
ble out of the enterprise in which they are about to engage.
It «eems to me, therefore, that we ought not to prejudge this
measure before we have examined all the facts o! the case.^ I
have made theae remarks for the purpose of inviting attention
to the subject while the charter and the other documents con¬
nected with it are bring procured, in order that we may l>c
prepared to discuss the matter and arrive at a proper con-
clusioa.

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I have no desire to detain
the Senate any longer; but, notwithstanding the general im¬
patience to get rid of this subject, which I see manifested, I
feel bound to say to the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Docolas)
that he seems to me to have entirely forgotten the fact that it
is provided in thia bill that the Secretary of the Navy shall be
directed to make a contract with this company. Directed,
sir.most imperious language.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I intended to remark that I thought
the word " directed" should be stricken oat of the bill.

Mr. FOOTE. That word being retained, the effect cer¬

tainly will be to throw the Government into the hands of thia
company, who, acting of course that selfish part which such
corporation* are sure to act, would charge the maximum
amount, or three-fourths of what we pay for the transporta¬
tion of the mails acrose the Atlantic. This would certainly
amount, as stated yesterday by the Senator from Illinois, (Mr.
Brekse,) to some six millions of dollars, paid to this com¬

pany for tha transportation of certain articles along this rail¬
way, which is to cost, by estimation, only two milliona five
hundred thousand dollars, leaving this company greater
profits than were ever made by any company in the world.

It is a fset, sir, that it is deliberately proposed to cay the
sum of six millions of dollars to this company.and I do not
doubt the respectability or the worth and intelligence of those
who compose it; one of whom has a high reputation in the
literary world.for the transportation of monitions of war,
naval stores, and other supplies of the Government, by this
railway, which is to cost that company only two millions and
dome hundred thousand dollars, by estimation. And yet, so
far as has been intimated by the friends of this bill, this com¬
pany is not to be limited in the least in iU charges upon our
citizens who may desire to travel upon this railway and
mtny of them doubtlesa will desire to visit California and
Oregon, hereafter.or who may desire to have their effects
tran*ported, either for the purpose of carrying on mercantile
operations, or for the purpose of establishing themselves as

residents in those fair regions. No limitation, so far as we have
hoar J from the friends of this measure, is to be imposed, ex¬

cept.what ' Why, air, that this company is not to charge
the citixens of the United States more than they charge the
citizens of New Grenada. 80 far as we are at present in¬
formed, the citiaena of New Grenada will have but very little
use for thia railway at all; and if it should tum out that some
contract or arrangement should hereafter be made l>etween
thia company and th* Government of New Grenada, in rela¬
tion to this affair, which may prove satisfactory to that Gov-
ernm<-nt and people, this company may obtain authority to
establish such rates as will enable them to charge ior the
whole period of ninety-nine years whatever they please upon
the ciiizens of the United States. For one.I say it in ad-
vanee.I shall not be in favor of this measure, unless this
compsny will submit to a reasonable tariff of rates.
We have all doubtless had experience in such matters; for

it i* a fact well known in the history of the different States,
that wherever a company obtains the privilege of establishing
a road of any kind without a tariff of ratea being in the first
instance imposed, competition being comple ely precluded,
the companies take it upon themeelvae to charge such enor¬

mous ratea as they may judge to be conaistent with their own

interests. Their own interest alone will be their guide. Be¬
fore this Government then supplies to this company the means
of eatabliahing this railway, I trust they will be required to

agree upon such a tariff of rates as will save our citizens in all
time to coma from that oppression and injustice-which must
otherwise, in my judgment, inevitably accrue from this trans-

action.
..

.
.... .r-One more remark and I have done. We have, as a Gov¬

ernmm t, the right of way acroas the Isthmus of Panama.
And now the Government of New Grenada have entered into

a contract with this company which empowers it to establish
a railway from the Atlantic to the Pacific. That ia not our

right of way, bat it ia the privilege, simply, of establishing
the means of communication between the two oceans, given
by that Government to this particular company. Our right
of way still exiats under the treaty* But what will become
of it, I aak, under tha contract now propoaed * It will be ar¬

gued, I doubt not, hereafter, ingeniously and plausibly argued,
that the sanction which we shall have given to the proposition
has entirely extinguished the right of way which nccruedI to

us tinder the tr*^- We^and that right of way, llo>J»'" "¦"E
quently stated by the Senator fron.

cmwe are bound to retain and preserve loi
posterity. .#

Suppose, air, this railway eatabliahfdf that HrcofRNoa
oar right * If not positively and afclemply transferred, It Will
be extinguished by what may turnout, after all, to be the un¬
witting action of the Congress of the United SWles upon the
measure now before us. I conceive, air, that it If otfr dtlty
*0 preserve the . right of way acfoea the isthmus, and to adopt
only such legislation upon this subject as may aecure it to u*
anu to our cititena in all time to come, free from all obet.TJC-
tions whatsoever.

It may be, air, that the company who propose to establi sh
this road may occupy the only ground suitable for soch a pur¬
pose. In this ease, In what a predicament should we find
ourselves ! We should find that our right of way had com

plotely evaporated. The company haa a railway there which
occupies the only ground suitable for the construction of such
a road t our right of way atill remaina, but it can only be en¬
joysd by submitting to tha terms which will be imposed upon
us by this company, which will make our right of way a nullity.

I conceive that it ia our highest duty.so ably argued by
the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. All**).to keep this right of
wsy open forever. We ought not to permit any company to
impose the least bar Of obstruction to the full enjoyment of
this right, not only on the part of our Government, but also
on the part of our citiaens.

I think that tha Senator from Illinois (Mr. Doreits) haa
made a very great mistake, one which it ia not usual, cer¬

tainly, for that Nonator to make. He eeema to suppoae that
we shall have continual and increasing need of this railway
daring all that period of twenty yeara, for the purpose of send-,
ing munitions of war to our Pacific settlements. I differ with
him eaeentially. In my judgment, when oar frontier on the
Pacific shall become supplied with tha means of defence, the

Stowlai /*pulatien of that country will make it wholly un-

necessary fo." "» »o use this railway for any auch purpose.
The grandeu r of ,h" acheme seems to have captivated the

mind of the hono.r,l,,e 8«'»ator, (Mr. Ducaiae.) The im
men»e advantages w^'^ are aJinoat certain to arise from it
seem wholly to have ab*/rbed the attention of the distinguish,
ed gentleman, and he does not we«i to reflect that all theae
results will not accrue to our »« l«rge.

But I did not rise to discuss ibV* proposition at length. I
have merely ri<*en for the purpose of suggesting the difficul¬
ties which pressed upon my mind at i.^e ti.7*e this proposition
was laid hel-re the Senate, and which hav® continued tu press
upon my mind with increasing force dur.'ig the discussion
upon it. i ie»e difficulties have been ably St t forth by some
of the distinguished Senators who have opposed the bill in its
present shape, and they have not been removed bj' the argu¬
ments of i's friends. If any reply has been made to the clear
and cogent objections urged ye.terday by the Senator from
. arylsnd, (Mr. Johvsos,) it must have been while I was
aiwent from this chamber.

.The question being taken on the motion to translate and
print the pujier prereutcd by Mr. Bkstow, it was agreed to.
A ioeasngr, in writing, was here received from the Presi¬

dent of the I nited States. I
A mewage was also received from the House of Represen¬

tatives, announcing that they had pissed the Senate bill for
Me relief of the heirs of Jean F. Perry, Josiah Blakely, Nich-
c4as Jarant, and Robert Morrison.

RtSvIPR0(JAL TRade WITH CANADA.
Mr. DIA, in pursuance of the notice which he gave to the

Senate oit yesterday, moved that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of the bill to admit certain articles the growth
or jiroduclioi. of Canada into the United States free of duly,
on couditior. that the like articles of the growth or production
of the Initid States tire admitted into Canada free of duty.

Mr. D. saul : Mr. President, the bill was before the Senato
at the last session of Congress. It passed the House of Re¬
presentatives and came up here. At the request of several
Senators it »u repeatedly.postponed, and the bill was finally |
lost in consequence of the pressure of business at the close of
the session. The whole recess has elapsed, and Senators
have had suLcient tune to examine it thoroughly. I am very
denrous that it should be acted upon, and what I now ask is
that the bill mall be taken up, that it may be read and under¬
stood. Phot;, if any further time is necessary, I will not ob¬
ject to its being passed over for a time, although I am in favor
of acting on it immediately, as the Parliament of Canada is
now about to meet, and we should dispose of the bill in time
for them to take action upon it, inasmuch as it involves mat¬
ters of mutual importance to the two countries.

I he question being then taken uj>on the motion made by
Mr. Dix, it was deefded, on a division, in the negative : Aves
17, noes 2G.

J '

On motion of Mr, \LLEE, the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of Executive business, and after some time spent
therein, the doors fere re-opened,
And the Senatcjidjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Petitions (the States being called for the purpose) were

presented by.
Messrs. HALf, ABBOTT, KING, NICOLL, W. T.

LAWRENCE, HOLMES, of New York, GREELEY,
STARKWEATHER, WHITE, BRADY, POLLOCK
ECKERT, STftOHM, BUTLER, HAMPTON, of Penn-
syWania, CHAPMAN, FULTON, DANIEL, DONNELL.
FRENCH, EVANS, of Ohio, LA SERE, HARRIS, CA-
BEL, and DiRLING.
REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
Mr. \ INTQN offered the following resolutions ;

Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the Pre-
sident of the United States to the two Houses ot Congress at
the present sssion as relates to our treaties, diplomatic inter-
course, and illations with foreign countries, be referred to the
Committee ot Foreign Affairs.

2d. That so much of said message as relates to compensa¬
tion to those citizens who have served in the Indian war in
Oregon, to the state and condition of the army, to the duties
levied on American and neutral commerce in the ports of Mex¬
ico, and the disbursement of the moneys so collected, and the
accountability therefor by the officers who collected and dis¬
bursed the same, w ith the report of the Secretary of War ac¬

companying said message, be referred to the Committee on

Military Affairs, with instructions to said committee to in¬
quire into and report upon the legality of the collection of such
duties, and the disbursement of the money so collected.

3d. That so mud of said message as relates to the condition
and operations of the navy, the marine corps, and the estab¬
lishment of a line of steamers between New Orleans and Vera
Cruz, together w itk the report of the Secretary of the Navy,
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

4th. That so much of saiti message as relates to the tariffs of
I SiC, and 184*2, the revenue, the state of the Treasury, the
public debt, the Subtreasury, the general condition of the
finances, the estimated recepts and expenditures for the next
fiscal year, the imliquidaleii claims of citizens of the United
States against Mexico, anJ the establishment of additional
branch mints, be referred to the Committee of Ways and
Means.

5th. that so roach of said message as relates to the public
lands, the graduation and reduction of the price thereof, the
surveys thereof, geological, mineralogies!, and lineal, the ap-
pointment of additional surveyors general, and to the sale of
the mineral lands in California and New Mexico, be referred
to the Committee on the Public Lands.

fith. 1 hat mi much of said message as relates to our inter¬
course and relations with the Indian tribes, and to the appoint¬
ment of additional Indian agents, be referred to the Committee
on Indian Affkrs.

7th. That s< much of said message as relates to the com-
merce and nas gat ion of the country, and to the extension of
the revenue la^s of the L'nited Slates over California, be re¬
ferred io the Committee on Commerce.

8th. That si much of said message as relates to the estab¬
lishment ofTentorial Governments over California and New
Mexico, and t ie enforcement of Governments defacie in those
I erritories, b» referred to the Committee on the Territories,
with instructions to said committee to inquite and report w he-
ther the Execti ive of the United States has rightful authority

exercise th< powers of Government now being enforced over
those Territores.

ath. Tint s< much of said message as relates to the post
offices and pos roads, and the reduction of the rate of (>ostage,
he referred t< the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads.

Mr. RLM^E\ moved to amend the4th resolution by strik¬
ing out the w.rds "the tariff* of 1846 and 1842" and adding
the following is an additional resolution :

" Rtsolved That so much of said message as relstes to the
tariDs of 184) and 1842 be referred to the Committee on

Manufactute*
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to amend Mr. Rumsey's

amendment N adding after the word .' manufactures" the
words *. the ( >mmittee On Agriculture and the Committee on

Commerce, ard that said committees act jointly."
.Subsequent? Mr. COBB modified his amendment by strik¬

ing out the wrrds ''and that said committees act jointly."
Pending th<*r amendments, a debate occurred which lasted

about two hoirs, and which was participated in by Messrs.
HOLMES, cf South Carolina, COBB, of Georgia, RUM-
SEY, C. J. INGERSOLL, GENTRY*, THOMPSON, of
Pennsylvania. VINTON, GREEN, FISHER, GREELEY,
BAY LY, M vR\ IN, and FISHER ; which latter gentleman
was on the foor when the committee roae and reported pro¬
gress i and the Housa adjourned.

WiDftEeDAY, December 20, 1848.

IN SENATE.
Mr. DOWN'S, in pursuance of notice heretofore given,

asked and obtained leave to introduce the following joint reeo-

lution :

_
Reiehntl, That it stall be the duty of the Secretary of the

Navy to contract, on lehall the Government of the United
States, for the transportation of the United States mails from
New Orleans, l<ouisiana, to Vera Crux, in Mexico, twiee a

month and back, touching, if practicable, each way at Galves-
ton and Matagorda bay, Texas, and Tampioo, in Mexico ; the
said mails to be transpuocd in at least two steamships of not
less than *00 tons bu4R>, and ot ample power each ; to be
.onstrasted under tho direction ot a naval constructor in the
employ of the Navy Dtpartment, and to be so eonttructed as

to be convertible into war steamers at the least possible eost,
snd that each of said steamships shall receivc on board and
provide suitable soeomanodations, without charge to the Gov*
eminent, for one ageat, to be appointed bv the Postmaster
General, who sltall liavt charge ot tne mails to be transported in
said steamships : PrvtUrd, That the term of service aforesaid
shall pot be for less thaa ten years, and the compensation for the

^me shall not exceed $15',000 per annum, and that sufficient
wsunt," ^ mln',*d f<* tbe faithjiil fulfilment of the stipula¬
tions of the : ^"0'"^. further. That the Secretary
of the Navy shall b» pother7 "d (in view of an early commence¬
ment of the service he.-«»>> contemplated) to accept .'Ora period
not to exceed two years from Ju.y 1 #49, the service of two
suitable steamships, to be' rec*ive<' after being inspected bra

projier officer designated by the Navy Department for that

JWrjiose.
*

Mr. D0WN9 moved that tbe resolution ha fa/erred to tbe
Committee on tha Post Office snd Post Roads.

Mr. Yl'LEE sirfgaatad thst this matter had better be re¬

ferred to the Commiltee on Naval Affairs, as that Committee
has the management (ft the general subject under considers-
lion, vis : the employm. "ftt of utesmships in the service of the
Government for the transput ion of the rosile. He theught
the general policy of tba Government in establishing these
lines of mail steamers aeema.1 to have had reference fa their
addition to tha naval service fo . case of emergency, and
accordingly they had baata appropriately placed under ffia
supervision and entire eMtiol of the Seeretsry of the Navy.
He thought, therefore, that tbe appropriate refatnee of bill?
of the rtaes of that presented by the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. Downs) would bo to the Committee on Naval Affairs,
and unless such bt)b took that direction a confusion of policy
woukl inevitably arm. He would, therefore, move that the
bill under consideration should tske thst course.

The bill was referred to th« Committee on Naval Affairs
accordingly.
« rw*!NESOTA AND NEBRASKA.
Mr. DOT "LAS tno%«d that the bill of last seaaion, enti¬

tled "A bill to establish the Territorial Government of Mine-

sou," be taken from the table, and re-committed to the Coramittee on Territories ; which motion waa agreed to.Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the bill of last senior, enti
tied "A bill toestablish the Territorial Government of Ne
bra=k#,"' be taken from the table, and recommitted to th<Committee on Territories ; which motion was agreed to.

RECIPROCAL COMMERCE WITH CANADA.
Mr. DIX moved a pobtpotieraent of the previous ordeis,with a view to taking up the bill to admit certain articleathe growth or production of Canada into the United States freeof duly, on condition that the like articles of the growth or

production of the United States are admitted into Canada freeof duty ; which motion was agreed to.
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the »a;d

bill, when.
Mr. DIX moved that its further consideration be postponeduntil the 4th day of January, and be made the i-pedal order

for that day ; which motion waa agreed to.

THANKS OF CONGRESS.
The joint resolution of thanks to Brigadier General Price,his officers and men, for the brilliant victory achieved at Santa

Cruz, way laken up, read a second time, considered as in
Committee of the Whole, and reported back without amend¬
ment.
. After a brief conversation, in which several Senators took
fart,'

Mr. BADGER moved that the joint resolution be recom-
mmi'd to the Committee on Military Affairs ; which motion
was agreed to.
The joint resolution tendering the thanks of Conjres* to

Colonel Doniphan, hfs officers and men, for the brilliant vic¬
tory at Sacramento, and the successful expedition to Chihua¬
hua, was taken up and read the second time.

After some brief explanations,
Mr. ATHERTON moved that the joint resolution be re¬

committed to the Committee on Military Affairs ; which mo¬
tion was agreed to.

THE» EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.
Mr. WESTCOTT moved that the Senate proceed to the

consideration of the bill to authorize the draining ot the Ever-
glades, in the State of Florida, and to grant the same to said
State for that purpose which had been made the special
ord»r for this day.

...The motion being agreed to, the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of said bill; which was read.

Mr. WESTCOTT. My reason for asking the early ac¬
tion of the Senate upon this bill is, that, if it passe* Congress,
it requires, before itcan have any efficacy, that the siipulations
in it connected with the grant of lands it makes to State of
Florida must be accepted by express law passed by the State
Legislature. The sessions of the State Legislature are only
biennial. It U now in session, but will probably adjourn in
January, and will not again convene till November, 1850.

I will not detain the Senate by a detail of the reasons which
should induce Congress to make this grant for the objects and
with the conditions prescribed in the bill. '1 hey are fully and
lucidly set forth in the leport of the Committee on the Public
Lands, in the report ot the Secretary of the Treasury, and in
the Report of the Commissioner of Public Lands, and 'be do¬
cuments accompanying those reports, all of which I have
caused to be laid on the desks of Senators this morning. All
those reports recommend the cession or grant, ar. in t.ie form
and manner prescribed in this bill. The interest.- ol the Lni-
ted States are guarded and protected fully by the conditions so

prescribed. They were suggested by those whose duty it is
to see to the protection of those interests, and I iu ly acqui¬
esce in the propriety of every one of them.

I presume there is no Senator who has read the documents
I have referred to, who is not tally satisfied that the entire ter¬

ritory proposed to be granted to the State is now utterly va¬

lueless to the United States. Why, sir, your Surveyor Gen-
eial has reported officially that, in its present situation,
and without being diained, as it is the object of tins bill
to effect, it is not only so worthies* that it woiikl not pay the
cost of survpy, but, in fact, that a very large poition of it can¬
not be surveyed at all till it is so drained.

There is a map of the lands, prepared at the I.snd Office,
on the Secretary's table, to which I would request Senators
to look. Nearly the whole region is a vast lake of fresh
water.a' prairie covered with water duiing all seasons, lrom
three to six feet deep. This water is chiefly supplied from
Lake Okechobee, which is at the northern end uf the grant
proposed to be made. It is proposed to cut large and deep
canals from this lake to the waters of the Gulf on the west
side and the waters of the Atlantic on the cast side, and al«o
to cut smaller canals or drains through the rim ot soft
stone rock by which the everglades are separateJ lrom the
Gulf and the Florida straits and the Atlantic ocean. In addi¬
tion to these canals there must be local improvements made
by the purchasers of. the drained lands, or rathe* by associa¬

tions of such purchasers, or by the State, with the sole view

of enhancing the value of the lands for agricultural purposes.
In this respect the undertaking is like that ot kveewf the
banks of the Mississippi river. These are improvements which
it is out ol the question to suppose can be done by ihe 1 ederal
Governnient, and especially by your ongincer officers. If at¬

tempted to be so made millions may be squandered t > no good
end. They should be made by practical men acquainted with
the country, interested in it, and iniu agricultural prosperity,
and it is best that K should be under the control of the State.
I do not suppose that the State will undertake the work itself,
but I suppose it can readily make arrangements on highly fa¬
vorable terms, with individuals or aasociations, to undertake
it under conditions, securing against speculation on the one

hand, and with guaranties against failure to accomplish what
may be done, on the other hand.

. .

The lands should l« conditionally dispo.-ed of as the work
progresses, and the conditions in each case shoul-. * such as

the circumstances-its location and character-call for to

secure the keeping up of the improvements hereafter, tie-

siJes, there are those who conscientiously beheve Congress
has no constitutional power to undertake such works, even on

the public lands, and I frankly concede such are "na¬tions. The idea of the United States undertaking this work
has never been entertained by me. Pass a law, and what
will be the result > Thousands of dollafs will be squandered
in reconnoisances, and surveys, and reports, and maps, and
plans, and estimates, and ciphering of a»l kind*, which will
take some four or five years, and then, if the work 14

menced, enough probably to effect iU completion will be ex-

pended iii travelling expenses and continences and in getfttof
ready to do it, and then there must be steamooats and other
expensive apparatus provided ; and thoogh it may be uone inIVery scientific style, some ten or fifteen years hence, iti wiU
cost more than it will be worth when it is done. I hope evsn

if this bill fails the Federal Government will not undertake to
^

Senators are requested to notice two facts set toith m the
documents appended to the report of the committee.

1. That if the work is successtully effected; some .hundreds
of thousands of acres of the moat valuable sugar lands in he
country, now annually overflown by the Kwsimme river, will be
reclaimed for cultivation. All of these iand. lie outside of
the proposed grant and north of it, and the entire benefit of
their being reclaimed will enure to the Inited States I refer
the Senate to Gen. Jesup's letter on page 43, and to the com¬

mittee's report, page 3, on ihia point.
8. That while about one million of acres of m

e rant have been surveyed several years since,
have yet t»een sold. I hese landa are poor P'nebir#n* ,Lcept in limited quantities and their location, C®T j* th*
cvXglades. until the latter are fpwved, forbid.iU»
their ever being settled upon or sold. They will ^
in value so soon as the improvements are made. 1 be timoer

on them will render most of them then worth P*'hj[P*nimum price of public lands. In th** btll ^e halA^°j'Ternaieleetion,, « ruerted to the United States of thee

/a"The Senate will notice that the bill prescribes the objects of
the grant, and impo~s on the State, if it
the obligation to effect them as far as practicabU- It
not require of the State to do more than to devote the entireproems and avail, of the grant to the work, b^ l^nJ-tions imposed secure such appropriation ol those proceed
Those conditions are.

.

1. That the flute shall appoint a competent mw >nJ
commence the work which is specifically de^r.^ l^fore l.t
J.nuary, 1851, and finish it wiih.n ten years ; iindNbij, if
practicable, a communication for vessels shall e ma b the
proposed canala between the Gulf and Atlantic watrs.

2. That the 8t«te sb*U not glkn, transfer, p edge, or mart-

»n <* Ji.po- OI ,ny ot«.«.ton*. ««£ .«
the "roll .nJ faithful fuliilm.nl of ill. firal coodlUoo, ""J
entire avails Kbd proceeds shall be ejtc/u*»rW,y tacr V P
propriated to the completion of th« work.

, ,3? Until the works are completed, no «ale of any of the
lands shell be made for less than one dollar and a quarter per
acre*

4. Until the Preaident ahall authoriie it, In writing, no entry
Or encroachment shall be made on the lands on which the Se-
minole Indians reside within said gr,nt'

.

6. The sixteenth section, or school section, in each town-
shin m.v he locsted by the Legislature on another eection, so

TWwf Of to. .0-v.H l«vta to r~.rn.l t7V£ted States. State to have the right ofway^ rer

serve within two years lands for bghthou*.,
.locks, navv yards, or other public works, Ac. Urant not to

¦AWt* Swinish Rrants now a, hereafter confirmed, or land,bought oTthe United mates at public sale or private entry, orC^L o' p,' °.p..»n -i.h. . t.jhl. uoJ.i occop.-

<to7.'A»n work i< Itotahrf. ".«<«. »'
i wrested aa a permsnent perpetual fund, the ,ntoT^<« ru,P°,~ ,n ""'

o. fo. UalMJ Stow .~.l. or popertr
e i int. ot maila, ot troops, Ac. through canals. All

tollllo be 8Mt* Legislature, and applied to keePin|

the lands are to conform to those of thtI United State, m f« m practicable.

But I will not go further into thin subject. My object ir
not to press this bill to-day. I desire to attract the notice of
Senators to the subject, in order, when it is again called up.they may lie prepared to vote upon it. If any objections are
entertained, I hope Senators will now express them. I desire
to furnish any explanations that may be asked for.

Mr. NILES. I would inquire of the honorable Senator as
to tl.e extent of the area conveyed by this grant.whether un-
der water or not}

Mr. WESTCOTT. It is fully set forth in the commu-
b ioner'a report, page 6, which I will advert to. Within the
gi ant there in now always covered with water, and which es¬
timate includes rivern, lagoons, sounds, the large lake Oke-
chob ?e, from thirty-five to forty miles in diameter, and other
lakes south of the northern line of lb*- grant, and which it is
not proposed to drain or reclaim, and which cannot be re¬
claimed, and including also the everglades and AtseenahooHk .

and Halp itiokee *wamp acres 4,300,000Thete is oc casionally covered with water low lands
that it is not expected will ever Le of great
value..... - 1,000,000There has been surveyed 590,CSS into sections
and 400,31 $ into townships, mostly worthless
pine barrens 1,000,000There is yet urn surveyed worthless sand barrens,
reported as noi' worth surveying, about 1,500,000

Whole area of land and water in grant 7,#00,000
Of the first item of 4,300,000, which include the ever¬

glades and Atae*'na/ioolla and Haipatiok<-e swamps, all the
lands that it is estimated can be reclaimed do not exceed one
million of acres. The residue will yet remain inundated, and
whether (hose reclaimed or not will turn out to be as valuable
as is anticipated by some, is quite doubtful-

Mr. KING observed that be would call the attention of the
Senator from Florida to the phraseology of the tifth condition*
which, if not corrected, might bear the construction that the
thiity-fix sections there described were in fieu of all the six¬
teen sections in the State.

Mr. WESTCOTT. I thank the Senator for directing myattention to the error he pointed out, and which I presume
was a typographical error, and which will be corrected.

Mr. YULEE. I understand from my colleague (Mr.Wehtcott) that ilia his intention to defer final action on this
bill, and that «he desirrs to hear stated all objections to its
passage which Senators may entertain. Not having been
consulted in relation to thin billr I had no* given it any atten¬
tion till a few days sinc»\ when, for the first time, I was re¬

quested to examine it. On examination, I found the bill very
objectionable to my wimJ, much so that I have some doubt
whether I shall give it n»y vote.
My colleague has given considerable time and labor to the

subject, and for one I thank him for having devoted his talents
and labors to its investigation. I think it would be vety de¬
sirable that the lands specified in this bill should be improved
that they may be settled and brought under cultivation, lie-
cause it would add very greatly to the elements of wealth and
to the resources of the whole counary. It wonid give us sev¬
eral millions of acres of available and fertile lands in a strictly
tropical climate, such as we have not now in any portion of
the Union. I would be in favor, sir, and would support with
great readiness any measure which shall propose to relin¬
quish to the State of Florida either this land.if Congress
should prefer to confine its action tO'this land.or all lands
which are now overflown and which cannot be reduced to
agricultural purposes- without the expense of canalling and
draining. I think all lands which Require draining should
be ceded to the States within the limits of which they hap¬
pen to be located. A measure of this sort has been long
urged upon the attention of Congress, and, I think, has
been brought forward on one or two occasions heretofore, and,
if I am not mistaken,, has passed the Senate. A similar mea-
suro was proposed in relation to the wet lands in the State of
Arkansas, and I believe received the general assent of Con-
gress.

If my colleague would reduce his bill to a single section.
the first.making an unconditional cession to the State of
Florida of tliese unreclaimed lands, I would vote vqry readily
for it. But my objection to his bill in its present shape ia
that it is clogged with conditions which it would be impolitic
on the part of Congress to prescribe, and which it would be
inexpedient on the part of the State to accept. In fact, the
conditions would make the grant utterly valueless. I think
the simple course would be, by a single scctiou to cede to
the State of Florida these lands, leaving her to adopt such
rules and regulations in regard to their reclamation as she
may deem the most consistent with her own interests, trusting
to her own activity and energy, ntcessarily stimulated by the
advantages and profits which she will derive lrom them.

It is probable, sir, that the conJitions contained in this bill
may have been imposed by the committee which reported i»,
but they seem to me to be altogether impolitic.

I have no hesitation in saying ihat the unconditional grant
of these lands to the State of Florida would be altogether pro¬
fitable on the part of the Federal Government, and in every
respect politic. These lands &?* now, and must continue to
be, utterly unavailable and val'ieless. Not only valueless as
a source of profit to the United States, and for purposes of
settlement and agriculture, but they leave the military defences
of the country in a very unsatisfactory and precarious condi¬
tion. These lands comprise a very essential and important
part of the pos«*ssions of the country. Perhaps there is not a
more imported* point on the whole continent than the penin¬
sula of Florida ; but its use for military purposes is entirely
obstructed by the circumstance that nessly all the lands in¬
tervening between the line of coast on either side of the Gulf
of Mexico and the Atlantic are always covered with water,
^ind are not traversable even by boets, not being covered with
water to a sufficient depth to enable boats to pass with much
facility or any degree of certainty from one bide of the penin¬
sula to the other. Consequently, these lands are perfectly
useless. They may possibly be reduced to use ; and, if they
can be reclaimed, tt» military defences ef the country will be
great)v strengthened and iU wealth greatly increased by the
population, which will, by this means, in all probability, be
added to the peninsula. This measure will add not only to
the strength, and iignity, and wealth of the State within the
boundaries of which theee lands lie, but to the strength, and
dignity, and wealth of the general Union, ef which that State
is a member.

,

I trust, sir, that when this bill is brought forward again, it
will be reduced to a single clause of cession, unrestricted by
conditions, and especially by those which now clog the grant; for
theee conditions, I think, will eblige me to withhold my sup¬
port from the bill, because it ia my opinion that it would be
altogether inexpedient on the part of the State to accept tf.»
grant clogged by these conditions.

I will not now specify the several points of objection which
I make to the clauses of this bill. They are all objectionable,
and especially that one which restricts the price at which these
lands may be eold to the minimum price of fl.*5 per acre,
and attempts to direct the manner and Kmit the time of sale.
I think all theee restrictions are unwiee, and that they will
render tl.e grant utterly valueless.

Mt. WESTCOTT. I confess I am somewhat surprised
at the course of my colleague aa to this bill, and especially at
the extraordinary objections he urge* to it. I not hesitate
to say that I prefer the stipulation* and conditions presented
in this bill to an unconditional grlht to the Slate. I have
once before declared on this floor that, anxious as I am for
the United Statee to get rid of the public lands, and diaposed
to grant it in all cases to settlers without price, I do not re¬

gard it as wise, wiih reference either to the I nited States ot

to a State, to make in any caee an unconditional grant to a

State. Such grant generally creates in a State » fund for
speculator* and jobbers, pecuniary and political, to plunder
from. Th'y will seek to divert and pervert it to selfish pur¬
poses, and very likely succeed ; and the State or citizens gen¬
erally do not derive much benefit from it. The only preven¬
tive is restrictions and conditions in the grant, and these often
fail. I hope every grant to my State hereafter made will

specify the objects and contain stipulations securing their be¬
ing effected, and to prevent the funds being perverted.

Sir, my object by this_ bill is not to ask a favor, a boon for
mv State. I am nbt begging for alms in her behalf from Con¬
gress. I am not seeking to fill the coffers of bcr treasury of
the sals of these lands. I declare to you, air, I shoul-l regard
as a cutee upon ths State any measure zS ma kind. Th* pr*.
mary, the great object I wish to attain, is the reclaiming of
theee now worthless inundated lands irt South Florida, to
make them cultivable, make them susceptible of producing
sugar, ami what no other part of the Union can produce, tro¬
pical plants ; cause them te be filled with an industrious agri¬
cultural population, and thus while they will add to the wealth
and prosperity of my Slate, the independence of other sections
of foreign countriee as to those products will be increased, and

I the security of an important frontier naval and military poai-
tion strengthened. 1 seek nothing that will not as much
benefit other portions of the United States as it will my own

State. If these lands are reclaimed, and should be worth mil¬
lions upon millions, not a dollar goes into the State treasury
of Florida ; all belongs to the citizens m the land*, and are to

be devoted to educational purpoees then and nwchere else., I
repeat, my colleague seems to mistake the great objert of this
bill. It is to secure the reclaiminfof theJandt, and nothing
more. I do not eeek the grant to the State to make n

pecuniar* speculation out of the work. The conditions are

inserted to prevent any poesible effort to divert or pervert any
portion of the proceeds of the lands to any object or purpose
but that of reclaiming the lands, and inducing their speedy
settlement. It is not to furnish an internal improvement fund
for any other section of the 8tate.

...,I regret that my colleague did not particulame bat one of
the conditions that he objected to, but contented himself with
denouncing them generally. I wieh he had done <rther»»i«-.
as I think I could readily have removed any objectione
he could have tnade to them. As to hie objection to the
third condition, which provides that no sale sh.il bt made of

any of the lands wider one dollar and a quarter per acre ti.l

the work is completed, it is a good restricts. After the work
is finished the sales can be for fifty or twenty-five cents, if dcem-
fed proper. But, before such completion, it isneoesesry to pre¬
vent jobbere and speculators from obtaining the Isnds under a

i fair price by any of the many pretences always
erred. Such sum u a fair price in that region for even tan


